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HIRAN DE ALWIS| LL.B (Col.), Attorney at Law 
Chartered Arbitrator FCI Arb (Lond.) 

 

PROFILE 
 

 

 

 

Mr. Hiran de Alwis is a Legal Counsel and Arbitrator in Colombo.  He is engaged in practice as 

a Legal Counsel with chambers for over 25 years with expertise and practice specially in Civil 

and Commercial law litigation, Commercial and International Arbitration. especially in the 

areas of Financial services, Banking, Company Law, Construction disputes, Leasing, Factoring, 

Family Law, Writ and Fundamental rights Jurisdictions. 

 

Mr. Hiran de Alwis FCI Arb,  Attorney-at-Law is presently the Chair Chartered Institute of 

Arbitrators London (Sri Lanka Branch). 

 

He is presently the Chairman of the Board of Governors and Chief Legal Advisor Sri Lanka 

National Arbitration Centre.  He also previously was a Director of the Colombo Stock Exchange 

and functioned as the Chairman, Arbitration and Dispute Resolution Committee of the 

Colombo Stock Exchange.  

 

Upon his schooling at St. Joseph’s College Colombo, he was awarded an AFS Scholarship to 

study in New Zealand.  Upon obtaining a Degree of Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from the University 
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of Colombo, he also became an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka.  Apart 

from being a Fellow of CIArb,  he is also a Fellow of the Malaysian Institute of Arbitrators.  He 

also possesses a Post Graduate Diploma in Law (Merit) in International Dispute Resolution 

from the University of London, UK. 

 

He has presented several papers and made presentations to several professional Bodies 

including the National Chamber of Commerce, the Law Conferences of the Bar Association of 

Sri Lanka, The Institute of Architects, Contractors Associations, The Kunming China 

International Arbitration Centre on International trade, Corporate Law Association on Financial 

Claims due on  imprecisely drafted Arbitration clauses. 

 

He has functioned as a Company Director and has been a member of the Bar Council of Sri 

Lanka, and also was Chairman of the National Law Conference BASL, 2021. 

 

He has been appointed by several Ministers of Justice for committees on reforms to Arbitration 

Laws and for developing of Arbitration Law and practice. 

  

He also has participated in several international conferences, Law Asia and also at the 

centenary London Conference of CIArb in 2015. 

 

Apart from his practice as a Lawyer, Counsel and Arbitrator he has special interests in cross 

border trade and interest in private and public International Law, Economics, and is bilingual. 

 

Amongst his interests are, Cricket, Reading, Music and Child rights.  He also has been a 

member of the Schools Under 17 National Cricket Champions and a member of the Colombo 

University Cricket team. 

 

He is married with 3 children and lives in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 

One of his objectives is for enhancing a  robust and effective dispute resolution system  to 

facilitate a more peaceful  and orderly world order. 
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HIRAN DE ALWIS| LL.B (Col.), Attorney at Law 
Chartered Arbitrator FCI Arb (Lond.) 

 

BIOGRAPHY & ANNEXTURES 

 
 

Legal Counsel in Civil Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Commercial 

Arbitration, international Arbitration and related advisory services. 

 

Specializing in Financial Services, Banking, Company Law, Leasing, 

Factoring, Family Law, Writ and Fundamental Rights issues. 

 

Practicing mainly in Commercial High Court, District Court Colombo & 

Kandy, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court of Sri Lanka since 1994 

 

Passionate about Reading, Music, Cricket & Child Rights. 

 

 

\ Educational Qualifications 

Degree  : Bachelor of Law Degree (LL.B) 

Faculty of Law, University of Colombo (1992) 

 

Professional : Attorney-at-Law 

Supreme Court of Sri Lanka (1994) 

 

Chartered Arbitrator (London) FCI Arb 

Fellow - Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, UK 

 

Post Graduate : Post Graduate Diploma in Law (Merit) 

(International Dispute Resolution) 

University of London, UK 

 

Education  : St. Joseph’s College, Colombo 10, Sri Lanka (1984) 

 

 

\ Professional Work  

Practicing as Legal Counsel (over 25 years +) 

Chambers - Colombo, Sri Lanka  

 

 

\ Areas of Practice, Knowledge, Skills and Capability 

Legal Counsel in Civil and Commercial Law Litigation, Commercial 

Arbitration and International Arbitration 

 

Specializing in Financial Services, Banking, Company Law, Leasing, 

Factoring, Family Law, Writ and Fundamental Rights issues. 

 

Practicing mainly in Commercial High Court, District Court Colombo, 

Kandy, Court of Appeal and Supreme Court of Sri Lanka.  



H. M. C. de Alwis | 2023  6 of 14 | P a g e  
 

\Work Experience 

Chambers of 

(Late) Honourable Lakshman Kadirgamar PC, M.P. (1993-94) 

 

Junior Counsel in Chamber of  

Romesh de Silva, PC (1995-2004) 

 

(Hony) Chief Legal Advisor 

Sri Lanka National Arbitration Centre 

 

(Hony) Legal Advisor 

College of General Practitioners (2005) 

 

 

 

\Professional Responsibilities 

 

Chairman Board of Governors and (Hony) Chief Legal Advisor 

Sri Lanka National Arbitration Centre 

 

 

Former Director, Colombo Stock Exchange     

appointed by Hon. Minister of Finance 

 

 

Former Chairman, Arbitration and Dispute  

Resolution Committee of Colombo Stock Exchange 

 

 

Disciplinary Committee Member of Supreme Court 

nominated by BASL to be appointed under the Judicature Act 

by the Hon. Chief Justice.(2020 to date) 

 

 

Chairman (2023/24) 

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators London (Sri Lanka) 

 

 

Chairman 

National Law Conference (2021), Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

 

Former Member 

Bar Council 1997/ 98 & 2014/ 15 
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\ Other Professional Presentations 

 

Convener of the Overseas Relations Committee of the National Bar 

Association of Sri Lanka (2005/06) 

 

Paper on Companies Act: 

‘Winding up Reforms’ 

presented to the National Law Conference 2003 

 

 

Paper on Developing Colombo 

Regional/International Arbitration Hub 

presented to the National Law Conference 2010 & Bar Association Law 

Journal 2010 

 

Member of Committee for 

“Reforms to Arbitration Laws” 

appointed by former Minister  of Justice 

 

Presentation of paper on Financial Claims due to imprecisely drafted 

Arbitration Clause to National Chamber of Commerce of Sri  Lanka and 

Corporate Lawyers Association 

 

addressed National  Chamber of Commerce and Contractors Association 

of Sri  Lanka 

 

Presentation speech on Arbitration Protection and International Trade to 

China Kunming International Commercial Arbitration Centre. On 20th Nov 

2019 

 

 

 

\ Background, Education & Extra Curricular Activities 

 

Date of Birth : 18th July 1966 (57 Years) 

Family  : Married with 3 Children 

 

Tax Status  : Registered Tax Payer since 1997 

 

School  : St. Joseph’s College – Colombo 10 

School Prefect  

Prize Winner: Economics, 

General Knowledge & English 

 

Cricket Sri Lanka Under-17  

(National Championship Team) 

 

 

University : Member - Law faculty Moot Court team to India 

  Debating Team 

  Law Faculty Cricket Captain 

  Colombo University Cricket Team 
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\References 

 

 

1) His Lordship The Chief Justice of the  Supreme Court of Sri Lanka 

 

 

2) Hon. Attorney General 

 

 

3) President of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

 

 

4) Hon. Priyasath Dep PC  

Former Chief Justice 

 

 

5) Hon. G.P.S. de Silva 

Former Chief Justice 

 

 

6) Hon. Justice K.T. Chitrasiri 

Former Judge Commercial Court and Supreme Court 

 

 

7) Hon. Justice Gamini Amarasekera 

Former Judge Commercial Court, Colombo 

 

 

8) Romesh de Silva PC 

Former President Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) 

 

 

9) W. Dayaratne PC 

Former President Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL) 

 

 

10) Dr. Harsha Cabral PC  



H. M. C. de Alwis | 2023  9 of 14 | P a g e  
 

\Annextures 

 

STATE OF ADVOCACY AND CONTRIBUTION  

TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAW IN SRI LANKA 

[SIGNIFICANT CASES] 

 

 

(a) Senior Legal Counsel with own Chambers. 

 

(b) Appeared as Legal Counsel in large number of Trial and Arbitrations 

for almost all Banks, Financial firms, BOI, Schools Cricket Boards, 

Rugby, Wrestling Boards and Enforcement of Foreign and Local 

Arbitrations (numbers over 4000) – Letters of Appreciation annexed 

and continuous Tax Payer on profession over last 22 years. 

(Vide letters J & C, LOLC Group, Sierra Group) 

 

(c) SC HC CALA331/2010  -  Appeared for BOI (Respondent) 

Court upheld the legal principle that a Foreign Company cannot use 

a Power of Attorney to sign a Proxy on behalf of Plaintiff Company 

(Sees Lanka vs. BOI – annexed c1) 

 

(d) CA TAX 16/2014  -  for Appellant 

Court upheld legal principle that Stamp Duty for Bonus shares is 

payable only on the par value of the certificate and not market value 

(annexed d1) 

 

(e) CA WRIT 314/2016 -  for Petitioners vs. UDA and Kaduwela MC 

Court held legal principle of a Writ of Mandamus to compel public 

officials to perform statutory duty and ordered operation of an 

unauthorized warehouse and granted Writ (annexed e1) 

 

(f) CA WRIT 306/2015 – for Respondent – Schools Rugby Association 

Court dismissed Petition upheld legal principle that when there’s an 

alternate remedy Writ cannot lie (annexed f1) 

 

(g) CALA 509/2005 – for Creditor Respondent Bank 

Court upheld legal principle that a Liquidator in a winding up case is 

an Officer of Court and one of the objections of winding up 

procedure is protection of Creditors and dismissed Appeal (annexed 

g1) 

 

(h) CA 2006(2) SLR SILVA vs. SILVA – for Petitioner 

Court upheld legal principle of discretion under Section 175(1) of 

C.P.C. to be granted where special circumstances arise in the 

interest of Justice (annexed h1) 

  



H. M. C. de Alwis | 2023  10 of 14 | P a g e  
 

(i) HCCA 394/2005 (F) – for Respondent 

Court upheld legal principle that when suspicion cast on Last Will 

the burden is the Propounder of the Will and upheld DC. Judgement 

and set aside the Last Will (annexed i1) 

 

(j) HC CIVIL 6/2006 (3) – for Substituted Respondents 

Court upheld the rights of the RABEA Trade Marks (of substituted 

Respondent) and dismissed an Appeal under the Intellectual Property 

Code and upheld principle that the statutory provisions be strictly 

followed (annexed j1) 

 

(k) HC CIVIL 251(14) – for Plaintiff 

Court upheld legal principle that Electronic Transactions Act 

supersedes the Computer Sp: Prov. Act 2005 and permits electronic 

evidence as primary evidence. 

 

(l) HC CIVIL 16/2007/CO – for Creditor Respondent 

Court upheld legal principle that Company Act winding up 

applications are not to engage in fraud and lifted corporate veil and 

dismissed Petition. 

 

(m) SCFR 420/17 – for Petitioner Sierra vs. KDU 

Court granted INTERIM ORDER and Leave to Proceed also on 14(1) 

but Respondent party withdrew tender and case withdrawn (annexed 

m1) 

 

(n) Appeared previously as Junior Counsel in several landmark cases 

such as Air Lanka vs. Leo Samson, BOI Waters Edge case, Sunday 

Leader closure case. 

 

(o) Several Commercial Arbitrations and Commercial High Court cases 

upholding UNCITRAL, ICC, FIDIC rules. 

 

(p) SCFR 209/2015 – for 7th Respondent 

Court vacated Interim Order obtained by Petitioner stopping a Wind 

Power Plant. 

 

(q) SC 118 (20421 L) – for Plaintiff – Respondent 

SC upheld DC and HCCA Judgement obtaining a revindication action 

and ejectment. Appeared in all 3 forums. 

 

(r) DC KANDY 725/2017 – for Plaintiff by Taiwan Company 

In possibly largest financial claim over Rs. 2,000,000 (Rupees Two 

Billion) proceeding against Defendant. 

 

(s) ICC ARBITRATION – for Respondent 

British Living vs. Sierra – original objection to jurisdiction upheld by 

Tribunal and claims dismissed as ICC rules wrongly invoked. 
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(t) SIERRA vs. DPMC – for Claimant 

Unanimous Arbitration Award for Claimant and Counter claim 

rejected. 

 

 

(u) DC 757/09 – for Plaintiff 

Sued Foreign Bank.  Court upheld Duty of  care   and granted 

judgement against Defendant Bank. 

 

 

(v) SC 54/ 2012 for BOI – Appeal by Bonaventure Apparels Dismissed 

 

 

(w) SC 136/2011 for Respondent Rabea Tea. ----- Intellectual Property 

Trade Mark case. Registration and Gazettes confirmed. Commercial 

High Court judgement upheld. Appeal by Stassen exports Ltd 

dismissed. 
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POSTS HELD  

IN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ASSOCIATIONS  

AND THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE APPLICANT  

AND AWARDS RECEIVED 

 

 

 

(A) Member Chartered Institute of Arbitrators London 

 

 

(B) Delegate to Chartered Institute of Arbitrator Centenary  

Conference London, where London Conference principles  

established 

 

 

(C) LAWASIA Delegate – Sri Lanka, Malaysia 

 

 

(D) Established UNCITRAL rules of Arbitration for governing of 

Local Arbitrations at SLNAC. 

 

 

(E) Chairman Chartered Institute of Arbitrators London 

(Sri Lanka Branch) 2023/24 
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PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS SUBMITTED 

BASED ON RESEARCH CARRIED OUT BY THE APPLICANT 

AS AN ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

 

 

(A) Paper presented to National Law Conference 2010  

on Developing Sri Lanka as a Regional International Arbitration Hub 

for FDI and to BLJ   (annexed A) 

 

 

(B) Paper presented to National Law Conference 2003  

on Company Act – Winding up Reforms   

(annexed B) 

 

 

(C) Paper presented to National Law Conference 2016 

 on Arbitration Session Perspectives 

 (annexed C) 

 

 

(D) Address to National Chamber of Commerce 2009 

 on Importance of Arbitration for Business 

 (annexed D) 

 

 

(E) Address to Stock Exchange and SEC at Capital Market Development 

Workshop 2011 

 on Is Stock Market over Regulated 

 (annexed E) 

 

 

(F)  Presentation to Sri Lanka Institute of Architects in 2012 

 on Dispute Resolution in Construction Contracts 

 

 

(G) Presentation to China Kunming International Commercial 

Arbitration Service on Arbitration Protection and Promotion of 

International Trade – (November 2019) 

 

 

(H) Webinars and lectures for BASL 2021/22 on    Arbitrations, Interim 

reliefs in Civil Law. 
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\Contact Info 

 

 

 

Address  : No: 15/1, Sunethra Lane, 

 

Colombo 5, 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

 

Mob : +94 77 777 3686 

 
 
 
Tel : +94 11 255 3918 

 

Fax : +94-11-258 5809 

 

 

 

e-mail: hdachambers@sltnet.lk  

 

 

tel:94-11-2553918
mailto:hdachambers@sltnet.lk

